
Lutheran Ethics 

Love, Marriage, and Parenthood 



Recap 

• Marriage is good 

• God blessed it in Eden 

• Even created humans for marriage 

• Chief way we live in forgiveness and love 

• God considers marriage the highest estate 

• The state is responsible for secular aspects 

• Church preaches God’s will for marriage 



Twofold meaning of marriage 

Wife and husband love each 
other 

• Created for each other 

• Cherish and serve one 
another = love 

• Not just sensual love 

• Law of love 

• Faithfulness, not selfishness 

• Tested in conflict 

• A faithful spouse is a gift 
and blessing 

Conceive, raise children 

• Offspring = Greatest good, 

• that they be raised and 
saved in a Christian home 

• Women highest honor = to 
bear children 

• Motherhood, closest thing 
to being like God 

• Tasks of motherhood seem 
hardly noble, but godly 



A spiritual station 

Because of: 

• The greatness of the task 

• The many hardships 

• Driven to trust in God 



Divorce 

• Marriage is indissoluble 

• “What God hath joined together…” Mt 19:6 

• Divorce is drive by unhappiness 

• People want divorces because of impatience 
or lack of willingness to forgive 

• Only dissolved by adultery 



Adultery 

• Great robbery and theft 

• Adulterer has already dissolved the marriage 

• Betrayed no longer bound 

• Still the higher path is to remain married if 
repentance and reconciliation 

• One-off offence 

• 1 Cor 7:10-11 

 



1 Corinthians 7:10–11 (ESV)  

10 To the married I give this charge (not I, but the 
Lord): the wife should not separate from her 
husband 11 (but if she does, she should remain 
unmarried or else be reconciled to her 
husband), and the husband should not divorce 
his wife.  



Divorces in the secular realm 

• Divorce must be public  

• Divorce must be permitted 

• More is expected of Christians 

• What Jesus says is spoken to Christians, not all 



Parents and children 

• Stand in the place of God 

• All human authority is derived from parents’ 

• Parents not only exercise authority to punish 

• But also proclaim the Gospel 

• “to honor” is greater than “to love” 

• A hidden majesty dwells in parents 


