
Augsburg Confession 
Arts VII & VIII  The Church 



In Luther’s Day 

 What was the Church? 

 Where was it? 

 Who are its members? 







In Luther’s Day 

 What was the Church? 

 Where was it? 

 Who are its members? 

 From what “Church” was Luther 

excommunicated? 

 extra Ecclesiam nulla salus 

 Outside the Church, [there is] no 

salvation 



What makes church, Church? 

 

 Pointy buildings? 

 The hierarchy of bishops? 

 The pope? 



Who is the Church? 

The communion of the saints 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy, Christian Church, 

        the communion of saints 

the forgiveness of sins, 

ahe resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.   



What is the Church? 

 One  

 Holy 

 Christian, that is katholikos 

 Apostolic 



Bible 

 Mt 16:16ff 

 Eph 1, 3, 5 

 Lk 17.20ff 

 



If the Church is hidden… 

where can one find it? 

 

It may be hidden, but it is recognizable. 

 

Eph 4:5 



Marks of the Church 

 The Word of God 

 Baptism 

 Sacrament of the Altar 

 Office of the Keys exercised 

 “The Office” 

 Right worship 

 The cross (suffering for the sake of the 

Gospel) 



What if you have… 

 a group of nice people 

 who meet weekly in a pointy building and 
the chief focus of the meeting is entertaining, 
maybe “info-tainment” 

 but the Gospel is not preached; the 
goodness and strength of people is the chief 
concern 

 sin is not mentioned and therefore is never 
absolved 

 and they never suffer but rather “move from 
blessing to blessing in glory” 



What if you have… 

 a good lookin’ preacher 

 but sin is never mentioned 

 baptism is never done in the service 

 the Sacrament is over there if you want it, 

and 

 worship is always inward focused 

 and no cross 



Marks of the Church 

 The Word of God 

 Baptism 

 Sacrament of the Altar 

 Office of the Keys exercised 

 “The Office” 

 Right worship 

 The cross (suffering for the sake of the 

Gospel) 



The unity of the Church 

 “It is enough…” 

 Agreement in a few essential doctrines? Or 

 Agreement in the whole of the Gospel? 

 The gospel preached and the sacraments 

administered “in conformity with” God’s 

word 

 Eintraechtiglich 

 Same word in Art. I “with common consent” 

 to be unanimous, magnu consensu 



The Church 

Word 

Baptism 

Sacrament 
of the Altar 

Keys 
Office of 

the Ministry 

Right 
Worship 

Cross 



Art. IX Baptism 

 Necessary for salvation 

 Grace is offered 

 Affirm infant baptism 

 Condemn the Anabaptists 

 



Art. X Lord’s Supper 

 Body and blood are present 

 and are distributed to those who eat 

 

German text 

It is taught among us that the true body 

and blood of Christ are really present in 

the Supper of our Lord under the form 

(gestalt) of bread and wine and are there 

distributed and received. 



Art. XI Confession 

 the third sacrament, Ap XIII 

 should be retained. 

 “the very voice of the Gospel” Ap XI 

 unheard of in the time of the Reformers 

and a liturgical novelty < 200 years old  

 This needs to be restored among us 



Art. XII Repentance 

 the heart of the controversy 

 Contrition = terrors of conscience 

 Absolution = belief that sins are forgiven 

for Christ’s sake 

 Then good works 

 “Once saved, always saved” is rejected 

 First article to directly attack teaching of 

Rome 



Art. XIII Use of the Sacraments 

 Not outward manifestations of inward 

faith 

 Who does them? 

 God does the sacraments 

 Not ex opera operato 

 Faith receives what God does in the 

sacraments 



Art. XIV Church order 

 The “rightly ordered” Call 


